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To tlie Otaheiteans, the use of letters or the art of
writing were utterly unknown. They had no metal what-
ever, all their tools being made of stone, shells, or bone.
This was of the less importance to them, since they re-
quired no tillage, nor any but^the lightest toil. It was
observed of them, at this time, that to catch fish was their
chief labour, and to eat it their chief luxury. Their
houses, sufficient for such a climate, were no more than a
thatch of palm leaves, raised a Httle way on poles, and
open at all sides. They had no tame quadrupeds besides
hogs and dogs. Both of these they cooked for food, by a
process of small ovens and hot stones ; " and in my opi-
" nion," adds Captain Wallis, "the meat is better in every
" respect than when it is dressed any other way." *
Having no vessel in which fluids could undergo the action
of fire, and their climate being unvisited by frosts, they
had as little idea that water could ever be made hot as
that it could ever be made solid. At breakfast, on board
the ship, a hissing tea-urn was to them an incomprehen-
sible mystery ; and one Otaheitean, who on that occasion
slightly scalded his own hand, was gazed at by the rest
with terror and amazement.

The longer residence of Captain Cook enabled him to
become acquainted with their language. He describes it
as soft and melodious and easy to pronounce. It bears
little or no affinity to those of the Old World, but was
found, though with great varieties of dialect, extending
to New Zealand, and over many of the archipelagoes of
the South Sea.

For their religion, the Otaheiteans believed in two great
deities, or first beings, by whom all other beings were pro-
duced. The year was, they said, the daughter of these;
the year begot the months, and the month begot the days.
The stars, as they supposed, were partly the offspring of
the first pair, but partly, also, had increased among them-
selves. They had an hereditary priesthood ; and, accord-
ing to their own avowal, the horrible practice of human
sacrifices.f Most of their other rites related to their se-

* Hawkesworth's Voyages, vol. i. p. 484. Captain Cook says the
sa-me. (vol. ii. p. 197.)

f Cook's Second Voyage, vol. i. p. 185. This does not seem
to have been suspected during his first visit, nor yet during Captain

Wallis's.